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M
arkin

g
 th

e scien
ce tests

A
s in 2007, external m

arkers, em
ployed by the external m

arking agencies under contract to Q
C

A
, w

ill
m

ark the test papers. T
he m

arkers w
ill follow

 the m
ark schem

es in this booklet, w
hich is supplied to

teachers for inform
ation.

T
his booklet contains the m

ark schem
es for the levels 3–5 tests A

 and B
. L

evel threshold tables w
ill be

posted on the N
A

A
 w

ebsite (w
w

w
.naa.org.uk/tests) on 23 June 2008.

G
en

eral g
u

id
an

ce

Th
e stru

ctu
re o

f th
e m

ark sch
em

es

T
he m

arking inform
ation for each question is set out in the form

 of tables. T
he ‘question’ colum

n on
the left-hand side of each table provides a quick reference to the question num

ber and question part.
T

he
‘m

ark’colum
n gives the num

ber of m
arks available for each question part.

T
he ‘requirem

ents’colum
n m

ay include three types of inform
ation:

■
a general statem

ent describing w
hat is required for the aw

ard of the m
ark

■
exam

ples of specific creditw
orthy responses show

ing correct science
■

exam
ples of creditw

orthy responses beyond the key stage 2 program
m

e of study.

T
he ‘allow

able answ
ers’colum

n gives exam
ples of allow

able creditw
orthy responses, show

ing correct
science w

hich m
ay not be as clearly expressed.

T
he ‘additional guidance’colum

n m
ay include different types of inform

ation:
■

specific responses w
hich are not creditw

orthy either because inform
ation from

 the question has
been rephrased, or because the responses im

ply incorrect scientific know
ledge

■
answ

ers w
hich are insufficient in them

selves to gain credit, but are not incorrect
science, and w

ould therefore not lose credit if used w
ith a correct response.

W
here tw

o m
arks are available for a question w

hich requires the
relationship betw

een tw
o

continuous variables to be described, the follow
ing w

ill apply:
■

tw
o

m
arks w

ill be aw
arded for a creditw

orthy general com
parison of the variables in question,

eg the bigger
the grains, the longer

the sugar takes to dissolve
■

one
m

ark w
ill be aw

arded for a pair of creditw
orthy specific com

parisons, eg big grains dissolve
slow

ly
and sm

all grains dissolve
fast

■
one

m
ark w

ill be aw
arded for a single creditw

orthy com
parison, eg the biggest grains dissolve

m
ost slow

ly.

W
here one m

ark is available for a question w
hich requires the

relationship betw
een tw

o continuous
variables to be described, the follow

ing w
ill apply:

■
one

m
ark w

ill be aw
arded for a creditw

orthy general com
parison of the variables in question,

eg the bigger
the grains, the longer

the sugar takes to dissolve
■

one
m

ark w
ill be aw

arded for a pair of creditw
orthy specific com

parisons, eg big grains dissolve
slow

ly
and sm

all grains dissolve
fast.

A
p

p
lyin

g
 th

e m
ark sch

em
es

T
he m

ark schem
es give scientifically correct answ

ers to each question as w
ell as providing guidance

on, and exam
ples of, other answ

ers w
hich are allow

able. In cases of alternative w
ording or w

here an
answ

er is draw
n rather than w

ritten, external m
arkers w

ill exercise their professional judgem
ent.
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